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Rare Javan Green Peafowls Return Home

By Jakarta Globe on 8:43 am November19, 2013.
Category Environment, News
Tags: Bali, birds, Indonesia endangered animals

Friends of the National Parks Foundation staff this month drove seven hours through the night to
return five endangered and rescued Javan green peafowl to the wild in East Java’s Alas Purwo
National Park.

“We have been caring for and rehabilitating these birds at our wildlife rescue center in Tabanan, Bali
for the past year.

“lam so glad we were able to secure a permit to release them, and they are now back in the wild,”
says FNPF’s founder and chief executive, Dr. .G.N. Bayu Wirayudha.

FNPF’s wildlife rescue center at Tabanan in central Bali — one of only seven in Indonesia — provides
a vital link in the process of returning distressed wildlife to their natural habitat.

FNPF took over running the 3,200 square meter facility in 2011 and cares for, rehabilitates and
releases native endangered wildlife, most of which are the victims of illegal trading and poaching.

“We left our rescue center in Bali about 10 p.m. on Sunday, headed for Gilimanuk and the ferry to the
Java.

“We wanted to go at night so that it wasn’t hot for the peafowls, so they would be as comfortable as
possible,” Dr. Wirayudha said.

The FNPF team and its precious load arrived at the national park, on the eastern tip of the island in
Banyuwangi district, around 5 a.m.

“We held a Hindu ceremony to offer the birds to God and get blessing before setting them free. We
hope by doing this the bird not only get protection by the ranger but also God,” he said.

“They will do well while in the park — they are ground birds, they are healthy and no longer tame.
There is plenty of food and water for them. As soon as they were released, they went towards the
trees, and after 15 minutes they had headed toward a river — these are very good signs.”

The forest within Alas Purwo National Park, a natural habitat of the peafowl, is the last natural forest in
Java protected from illegal logging.

Untung Susilo, head of protection affairs at National Park Management Section | Tegal Eastern
Region, said he welcomed and supported the release by FNPF.

“This is good to increase the population of Javan green peafowl. They are already independent and
do not need to be protected all the time by people or conservationists.”

Along with the FNPF staff, two representatives from the Department of Forestry’s Natural Resources
Conservation Agency (BKSDA) Bali made the journey to Alas Purwo National Park.
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